


It is a matter of great 
satisfaction for me 
that Pakistan Navy is 
holding its fifth Maritime 
Security Workshop 2022 
(MARSEW-5) at Pakistan 
Navy War College Lahore. 
The Workshop has become 
an annual signature event 
of Pakistan Navy since 
2017. It is heartening 
to know that MARSEW 
has evoked growing 
interest and traction in the 
academic circles and at the 
institutional level. Such an 
initiative was needed to 
fill the gap in the maritime 
awareness at the national 
level which is in sync 
with the demands of fast 
changing global trends.

Understanding Oceans 
and allied issues are 
assuming centre stage 
in global geopolitics and 
economic security of 
nations in the 21st century. 
Pakistan cannot remain 
oblivious to the demands 
of Blue Economy or the 
developments taking 
place in the Indian Ocean 
and adjoining waters. The 
country’s economic future 

is inextricably linked to 
the sea which serves as 
mankind’s last reservoir 
for sustenance. Claims and 
counter claims over sea 
resources are spawning 
friction as never witnessed 
before. This is so despite 
oceans and seas are 
regarded as the common 
heritage of mankind.

The ongoing developments 
in the Indian Ocean 
have direct bearing on 
Pakistan’s maritime affairs. 
National Security Policy 
of Pakistan (2022-2026) 
charts a paradigm shift 
from geo-strategy to 
geo-economics thereby 
prioritizing economic and 
human security as dominant 
aspects in the overall 
scheme of national security. 
In this context, exploitation 
of Blue Economy for 
socio- economic prosperity 
enabled by secure maritime 
environment necessitates 
our focused attention.

The United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goal, related to oceans, 
requires all major 

stakeholders including 
Government agencies, policy 
makers, NGOs, scientists 
and researchers, over and 
above the local communities 
to step-up their efforts 
towards conservation 
and sustainable use of 
ocean-based resources to 
overcome development 
and sustenance challenges. 
This will untap the blue 
potential and provide an 
impetus to our national 
security pursuits. Creating 
awareness of our immense 
maritime potential and 
discerning its deep linkage 
to the national security 
is the key takeaway of 
MARSEW.

I wish all the MARSEW 
participants an insightful 
interaction and a pleasant 
stay with their host, 
Pakistan Navy War College, 
on behalf of Pakistan Navy.

CNS MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF
MARITIME SECURITY WORKSHOP
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WORKSHOP 
MARSEW

MARITIME 
SECURITY 

THE WORKSHOP AIMED AT GENERATING 
UNDERSTANDING ON DYNAMICS 
OF MARITIME SECURITY, CREATING 
AWARENESS OF BLUE ECONOMY AND 
EXPLORING UNTAPPED MARITIME 
POTENTIALS OF PAKISTAN

Fifth edition of Maritime 
Security Workshop 

(MARSEW-5) was held at 
Pakistan Navy War College, 
Lahore. The Workshop aimed 
at generating understanding 
on dynamics of maritime 
security, creating awareness 
of blue economy and exploring 
untapped maritime potentials of 
Pakistan. The workshop brought 
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senators, parliamentarians, policy 
makers, bureaucrats, academia, 
entrepreneurs and media 
personalities together for diverse 
and candid discussions on adoption 
of cohesive policy approaches 
towards Maritime Security and 
Blue Economy.

President of Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi graced the 

closing ceremony as Chief Guest. 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi was 
also present on the occasion. 
During his address, the President 
underlined that Pakistan Navy is 
playing a commendable role to 
safeguard and protect Pakistan’s 
naval and maritime interests, 
despite resource constraints in 
a challenging maritime security 

paradigm and overall security 
situation. He also appreciated 
Pakistan Navy’s role in the flood 
victims during recent global 
climate induced super floods, 
providing them medical services 
and relief supplies. He also added 
that regional countries, including 
Pakistan are facing challenges due 
to changing regional and global 
situation, which necessitate the 
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country to remain alert and adjust 
itself in the emerging situation with 
dignity, honour while preserving its 
sovereignty in decision making. 

The President highlighted the need 
to enhance the pace of decision-
making, taking right and timely 
decisions and their implementation 
on timeline basis to remain abreast 
with rest of the world in all sectors 
including the global maritime 
security environment.

The President underscored that 
the strong economy is a must for 
gaining regional and international 
recognition and maintaining right 
balance to tread with dignity 
and respect in the international 
relations. 

The President also emphasized 
the need to adopt sustainable 
fishing and maritime practices 
to safeguard Pakistan’s precious 
marine resources, including 

fish, marine flora and fauna and 
ecosystem. 

Earlier, during the welcome note, 
Commandant Pakistan Navy War 
College, Rear Admiral Javed Iqbal 
dilated on benefits achieved by the 
participants and envisaged role 
of Maritime Centre of Excellence 
(Think Tank at PN War Collage) 
in promoting Blue Economy and 
policies concerning maritime 
domain. 
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The theme for this year 
maritime security workshop 
was “Secure Seas-
Prosperous Pakistan” and 
the workshop was conducted 
in two phases. In first phase, 
academic discourse on 
security dynamics in Indian 
Ocean Region, challenges 
and opportunities in 
Pakistan maritime sector, 
Blue Economy and its 
contributions toward 

Pakistan economic prosperity, development 
of Gwadar Port within CPEC remained under 
discussion. 

During the second phase, the workshop 
participants visited Naval Headquarters 
Islamabad and various PN installations 
at Karachi, Coastal and Creek Areas 
for orientation and familiarization. The 
participants also boarded PN Ship for sea trip 
and witnessed various naval exercises and 
procedures at sea. Besides familiarization 
visits to maritime organizations included 
Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works, 
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency, Karachi 
Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping 
Corporation, Gwadar Port and Jinnah Naval 
Base Ormara were also carried out.

The workshop participants highly appreciated 
PN role & efforts to befittingly meet 

maritime related challenges being 
faced by the country and 

also proposed valuable 
suggestions. 
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PARTICIPANTS VISIT NAVAL PLATFORMS & ESTABLISHMENTS

MARSEW-5

VISIT AT SEA

VISIT AT JMICC
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VISIT AT CREEK AREAS

VISIT AT PMSA
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The indigenous submarine 
development project at 

Pakistan achieved another mega 
milestone, wherein, the Keel Laying 
Ceremony of first HANGOR Class 
Submarine and Steel Cutting of 
second Submarine held at Karachi 
Shipyard & Engineering Works 
(KS&EW). Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 

Niazi graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest.
The defence agreement between 
Pakistan and China included 
development of 08 x HANGOR 
Class Submarines including 04 
under constructions at Wuchang 
Shipbuilding Industry Group (WSIG) 
in China and remaining 04 being 
built at KS&EW under Transfer 

of Technology (ToT) agreement. 
The construction work of first 
submarine to be made at KS&EW 
Pakistan commenced in Dec 21 
and now the Keel Laying is being 
laid which is a major milestone 
in history of any naval vessel 
being constructed. Concurrently, 
construction work on subsequent 
submarine has started with its 
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THE-ART WEAPONS AND SENSORS TO OPERATE UNDER MULTI-THREAT 
ENVIRONMENT AND CAN ENGAGE TARGETS AT STAND-OFF RANGES



Steel Cutting at the same shipyard.

HANGOR Class Submarine is 
capable to undertake variety 
of missions as per operational 
dictates. The submarine possesses 
advanced stealth features and 
fitted with State-of-the-Art 
weapons and sensors to operate 
under multi-threat environment 
and can engage targets at stand-
off ranges.

On the occasion, the honorable 
Chief Guest expressed that it is a 
matter of great pride to witness 
the Keel Laying and Steel Cutting 
of two submarines concurrently. 
He added that Pakistan Navy 
is aware of the evolving Geo-
strategic situation in our region 
and will continue to develop naval 
potential, improve shipbuilding 
infrastructure and equip platforms 
with advanced weapons/ sensors 
to counter traditional as well as 
asymmetric threats. The Admiral 
showed confidence that these 
submarines will play leading role in 
catering the operational needs of 
Pakistan Navy.

Earlier, the distinguished Rep of 
M/s China Shipbuilding Offshore 
Company (CSOC) expressed 
his gratitude for the ceremony. 
He added that company will 
ensure seamless provision of all 
resources/ support for smooth 
construction of submarines in 
Pakistan. He further said that Pak-
China friendship is deep rooted and 
share common objectives.

The ceremony was attended by 
representatives of M/s CSOC 
(China) and other high ranking 
officials including distinguished 
guests from Embassy of China, 
Ministry of Defence Production 
(MoDP), Pakistan Navy (PN) and 
KS&EW.
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First Chief of the Naval Staff All 
Pakistan Squash Championship 

was held at Pakistan Navy Roshan 
Khan Jahangir Khan Squash 
Complex, Karachi. Players from all 
over Pakistan participated in the 
championship.

Mr Nasir Iqbal and Ms Zainab Khan 
clinched the title of 1st CNS All 
Pakistan Squash Championship 
in men’s and women’s category 
respectively. The Closing ceremony 
of the said event was graced by 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi. 
While addressing at the ceremony, 
Naval Chief highlighted Pakistan 
Navy long association with the 
game of Squash. He highlighted 
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that holding of CNS Open Squash 
championship since two decades 
on regular basis is indicative of 
PN commitment to promote the 
game of Squash in the country. 
He added that Pakistan Navy will 
continue to organize National 
and International level Squash 
Championships every alternate 
year with an aim to promote 
Squash and provide a platform for 
promising national players who 
possess ability to reach glory of 
excellence. 

The Naval Chief expressed his 
gratitude to Pakistan Squash 
Federation (PSA), players, 
sponsors and the tournament 
organizers for impeccable conduct 
of the event.

Later, Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi gave away prizes to the 
winners and runners up of the 
championship and congratulated 
them for their hard work and 
valued achievements. 

The final match of Men Category 
of the tournament was played 
between Mr Nasir Iqbal & Mr 
Mehboob and in women category 
between Ms Zainab Khan and Ms 
Noor-Ul-Ain. After a tough and 
thrilling competition Mr. Nasir 
Iqbal of Wapda & Ms. Zainab Khan 
of Pakistan Army won the titles.
The ceremony was attended 
by civil and military dignitaries, 
sponsors, national sports 
personalities and senior players 
of sports community. 
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Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan 

Niazi called-on Naval Leadership 
of Royal Moroccan Navy during 
his official visit to Morocco. Upon 
arrival at Royal Moroccan Naval 
Headquarters, Chief of the Naval 
Staff was received by Naval Chief 
of Royal Moroccan Navy Vice-
Admiral Mostapha El Alami and 
was presented Guard of Honour. 

During meeting with Naval Chief 
of Royal Moroccan Navy, matters 
of bilateral naval collaboration 
and regional maritime security 
were discussed. The Naval Chief 
underscored Pakistan Navy 
initiative for ensuring maritime 
security in the region through 
Regional Maritime Security 
Patrols (RMSP) and participation 
in Combined Maritime Force. 
The Naval Chief invited host 
navy to participate in Exercise 
AMAN and PIMEC-23 to promote 
Blue Economy and highlighted 
the importance of enhancing 
cooperation between armed 
forces of both countries through 
bilateral exercises and training 
programs. Besides, Inspector of 
the Royal Moroccan Navy also 
acknowledged Pakistan Navy 

efforts and commitment in support 
of collaborative maritime security 
for maintaining peace and stability 
in the region.

Later, Naval Chief called-on 
Commander Northern Maritime 
Sector and visited various 
installations, training unit and 
Royal Moroccan Navy Ship where 

he was given detailed briefing on 
roles, capabilities and training 
facilities of Moroccan Navy. 
 
The visit of Naval Chief is expected 
to further augment and expand 
defence ties between the two 
countries in general and navies in 
particular. 
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Naval Chief exchanging views with 
the Ambassador of the France 
Republic to Pakistan H.E. Mr Nicolas 
Galey

Chief of the Naval Staff interacted 
with the Ambassador of Morocco 
to Pakistan H.E Mr Mohamed 
Karmoune

Naval Chief discussed professional 
matters and bilateral naval 
collaboration with the Deputy 
Commander Royal Saudi Naval 
Forces

DIGNITARIES 

VISIT NHQ
The visiting dignitaries appreciated Pakistan Navy’s 
efforts and initiatives in support of collaborative 
maritime security and stability in the region. Matters 
of bilateral collaborations and regional security 
milieu were discussed. 

18



DELEGATIONS 
VISIT NHQ

Supreme National Defence University of Iran delegation 

Delegation of Royal Saudi Naval Forces 

National Staff & War Course NDU Foreign Participants
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The 34th Convocation Ceremony 
of Pakistan Navy Engineering 

College (PNEC) was held at 
Karachi. Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest.
 
Naval Chief conferred 382 
graduates with PhDs, Masters 
and Bachelor degrees whereas 
41 medals were also awarded 
to students in various academic 
disciplines for outstanding 
performances.

While addressing the audience, 
Chief of the Naval Staff highlighted 
Pakistan Navy commitment 
to train its Officers at par with 
regional and international navies. 
The Admiral appreciated that 
the growing number of foreign 
students is a testimony to the 
college’s credentials in the 
engineering sector. Naval Chief 

extended his heartiest felicitations 
to the graduating students for 
earning honours and distinctions 
for their outstanding performance 
in academics.

During welcome address 
Commandant PNEC highlighted 
that College is imparting 
quality education in the field of 
engineering and its graduates 
are spread across the globe in 
top organizations of the world. 
He apprised the audience that 
team of PNEC participated in five 
international and four national 
competitions and won laurels for 
Pakistan. 

The convocation ceremony was 
attended by officials of defence 
forces, civil organizations and 
parents of the graduating 
students. 
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CJCSC
& COAS
MAIDEN VISITS 
TO NHQ

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Sahir 

Shamshad Mirza and Chief of Army 
Staff General Syed Asim Munir visited 
Naval Headquarters and called on 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi. 

Upon arrival at Naval Headquarters, 
the dignitaries were received by 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi.  A 
smartly turned out contingent of 
Pakistan Navy clad in ceremonial 
dress presented them Guard of 
Honour.  The Naval Chief then 
introduced the visiting dignitaries to 
the Principal Staff Officers at Naval 
Headquarters.

Later, CJCSC & COAS called on Chief 
of the Naval Staff separately which 
was followed by comprehensive brief 
on Pakistan Navy’s role in Regional 
Maritime Security situation and 
Operational Development in the 
Indian Ocean region.

During the meeting, Chief of the 
Naval Staff congratulated the CJCSC 
& COAS on their promotion and 
assuming Command of the best 
forces in the world.  The Naval Chief 
said that Pakistan Navy will continue 
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its endeavors to enhance synergy 
and seamless integration in 
operational and other inter-
services matters. The Naval Chief 
assured whole hearted support 
by Pakistan Navy and hoped that 
Armed Forces of Pakistan will 
further progress and maintain 
their forceful posture under the 
able Command of Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee.

On the occasion, both the 
dignitaries expressed their entire 
satisfaction over operational 
readiness and strenuous efforts 
by Pakistan Navy to make 
maritime defence of the country 
impregnable. They further 
assured that they will work in 
close coordination with Pakistan 
Armed Forces to enhance 
Inter Services cooperation and 
transform them into potent and 
well coherent integrated forces of 
the region. 



INTERNATIONAL 
MARITIME 
SYMPOSIUM
IMS-22

National Institute of Maritime 
Affairs (NIMA), Islamabad 

organised two-day International 
Maritime Symposium (IMS), 
on the topic “Geo-economic 
Dimensions of Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) - Opportunities for 
Region and Beyond”. Experts from 
home and abroad presented their 
views about the geo-economic 
importance of IOR. 

The focus of second day 
proceeding was maritime 
security in the context of 
regional connectivity. Vice Chief 

of Air Staff, Air Marshal Zahid 
Mahmood graced 
the session as Chief 

Guest, whereas Vice Admiral 
Abdul Aleem (Retd) moderated 
the session’s discussion. Vice 
Admiral (Retd) Iftikhar Rao 
spoke about the Maritime 
Threats & Challenges in Regional 
Perspective and highlighted the 
Malacca strait choke point and 
its importance to the world, 
especially to China. He also 
emphasized that Gwadar is a 
commercial port and its security is 
vital for economic dividends.
Dr. Christian Beuger from 
University of Copenhagen talked 
about the Security of Sealines 
of Communications (SLOCs) 
and emphasized collaborative 
strategy in IOR to meet the non-

conventional threats, particularly 
to SLOCs. He opined that Pakistan 
is in a position to take the lead 
in this regard. While delivering 
talk, Prof Dr. Azhar Ahmed of 
Bahria University was of the 
view that Geo- Economics is an 
instrument to achieve objectives 
of Geo-Politics. He underscored 
that without political stability no 
country can progress. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Syed being key note speaker, 
deliberated on the current global 
security scenario, opined that it is 
the most dangerous decade after 
World War II. World is witnessing 
historic changes; economic and 
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global powers are emerging from 
East. He was of the view that next 
war is expected to be at sea and 
not on land, therefore, Pakistan 
needs to ensure fool proof 
maritime security. 

Dr. Hassan Daud Butt of Bahria 
University also spoke about the 
need of regional connectivity both 
on land and over sea.

Besides, the Chief Guest Air 
Marshal Zahid Mahmood 
highlighted the importance 
of maritime security and its 
linkage with national security. 
He emphasized on the need of 
developing operational strategies 
to meet the maritime security 
threats. 

The message of Prime Minister of 
Pakistan was also read out during 
the session. While emphasizing 
the Maritime Security of Pakistan 
PM opined that Pakistan is heavily 
dependent on its sea lines of 
communications because over 
90% of Pakistan’s trade and 
almost 100% energy imports 
are through sea. Therefore, any 
disruption in maritime trade has 
serious repercussions for the 
national security. The government 
is well aware of this imperative 
and is providing all out support 
to maritime security apparatus 
especially to Pakistan Navy.
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff Vice 
Admiral Faisal Rasool Lodhi, was 
the Chief Guest of the closing 
session. He underlined that 

effective security is essential to 
protect the expanding maritime 
economic activities in Pakistan, 
region and beyond. Pakistan 
therefore, needs proactive 
diplomacy, well considered 
economic policies and risk 
management as important 
ingredients to harness and sustain 
the pace of development and 
potential growth. 

The symposium was well attended 
by maritime professionals, security 
experts, academia, think tanks and 
media personnel. 
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PN PROMOTION
Commodore Muhammad Hussain Sial has been 
promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral.

Rear Admiral Muhammad Hussain Sial got commissioned in 
Pakistan Navy in 1991. The Admiral is a graduate of Pakistan Navy War 
College Lahore and National Defence University Islamabad and holds 
Master of Science degree in Sound & Vibration from United Kingdom. 

The Admiral has an illustrious service career having vast experience of 
Command and Staff appointments. His Command appointment includes 
Commandant PNS KARSAZ. His major Staff and field appointments include 
Director (Projects) MTC North, General Manager PCBRF, General Manager 
(Technical) MTC South and Deputy Managing Director (Support & Services) 
at PN Dockyard. Presently Rear Admiral Muhammad Hussain Sial is 
appointed as Managing Director PN Dockyard, Karachi.

Rear Admiral Muhammad Hussain Sial is recipient of Sitara-e-lmtiaz 
(Military).

Dr. Tahir Abdul Hussain Ratlamwala, is serving as Associate Professor in 
Engineering Sciences Department of Pakistan Navy Engineering College, 
Karachi since September 2017. He is a highly accomplished researcher 
and has made significant contributions in the field of mechanical 
engineering with his ground breaking research. His contributions include 
publishing of chapters in various engineering books, more than eighty 
research papers in high-impact peer-reviewed journals of international 
repute and acclaim. He has also two filed patents in field of solar energy 
and robotics to his credit.

Based on his research contributions, Dr. Tahir Ratlamwala has been 
recognized as among top 2% Global Researchers as per data published 
by Elsevier, a renowned Netherland based academic publishing company. 
He was also awarded Best Researcher for the year 2021 by NUST.

REAR ADMIRAL MUHAMMAD
 HUSSAIN SIAL
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GLIMPSES
PN & RJNF 
JOINT EXERCISE
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IN DECEMBERIN DECEMBER
Dec 01, 1949: The first ever Mechanical Training Establishment 

(MTE) in the RPN setup as HMPS KARSAZ at Manora 
Island.

Dec 16, 1958: CH Class Destroyer, former HMS CHARITY acquired 
from UK and commissioned as PNS SHAHJAHAN 
(D-164).

Dec, 1959: The first multi-national maritime exercise under 
CENTO, MIDLINK-1 held at Karachi. (Ships and 
aircraft from the USA, UK, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and, 
Iraq participated). 

Dec 01, 1969: The first of the three Daphne class submarines built 
for the Pakistan Navy by M/s Arsenal De Brest of 
France was commissioned as PNS/M HANGOR 
(S-131) at Brest, France. 

Dec, 1969: The Pakistan Navy Education Trust established its 
first School at SHIFA.

Dec 16, 1970: Ex PNS BAHADUR was designated as Pakistan 
Naval Academy (PNA) and commissioned as 
PNS RAHBAR at Manora Island. 

Dec 29, 1970: PNS ABDOZE was commissioned at PN Dockyard as 
a depot unit for the Submarine Service.

Dec 03, 1971 India attacked Pakistan, 1971 Indo-Pak War 
commenced.

Dec 04, 1971: PN Submarine PNS GHAZI (S-130) was lost after 
she met an accident and sank while on a mine-
laying mission in the approaches to Vishakhapatnam 
harbor. 

Dec 04, 1971: The Battle Class Destroyer PNS KHAIBAR (D 163) 
and Adjutant Class Minesweeper PNS MUHAFIIZ 
(M 163) were lost at (2245 & 2315 Hrs. respectively) 
after being hit by missiles, while on patrol in the 
Arabian Sea. 

30



IN DECEMBERIN DECEMBER
Dec 01, 1949: The first ever Mechanical Training Establishment 

(MTE) in the RPN setup as HMPS KARSAZ at Manora 
Island.

Dec 16, 1958: CH Class Destroyer, former HMS CHARITY acquired 
from UK and commissioned as PNS SHAHJAHAN 
(D-164).

Dec, 1959: The first multi-national maritime exercise under 
CENTO, MIDLINK-1 held at Karachi. (Ships and 
aircraft from the USA, UK, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and, 
Iraq participated). 

Dec 01, 1969: The first of the three Daphne class submarines built 
for the Pakistan Navy by M/s Arsenal De Brest of 
France was commissioned as PNS/M HANGOR 
(S-131) at Brest, France. 

Dec, 1969: The Pakistan Navy Education Trust established its 
first School at SHIFA.

Dec 16, 1970: Ex PNS BAHADUR was designated as Pakistan 
Naval Academy (PNA) and commissioned as 
PNS RAHBAR at Manora Island. 

Dec 29, 1970: PNS ABDOZE was commissioned at PN Dockyard as 
a depot unit for the Submarine Service.

Dec 03, 1971 India attacked Pakistan, 1971 Indo-Pak War 
commenced.

Dec 04, 1971: PN Submarine PNS GHAZI (S-130) was lost after 
she met an accident and sank while on a mine-
laying mission in the approaches to Vishakhapatnam 
harbor. 

Dec 04, 1971: The Battle Class Destroyer PNS KHAIBAR (D 163) 
and Adjutant Class Minesweeper PNS MUHAFIIZ 
(M 163) were lost at (2245 & 2315 Hrs. respectively) 
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Dec 09, 1971: PNS HANGOR (S131) sank the Indian Navy Blackwood Class ASW 
Frigate INS KHUKRI (F149) 30 NM west of Diu Head. This was the 
first ever sinking of a man of war by a submarine – post the World 
War II.

Dec 16, 1971: Hostilities of the Indo-Pak War 1971 ended. 
Dec 16, 1971: Patrol Craft PNS RAJSHAHI (P-140) broke through the Indian Naval 

Blockade of Chittagong and proceeded to Penang, Malaysia with 
47 PN personnel onboard; arriving there safely at first light on 21 
Dec 1971.

Dec 31, 1981: Navigation and Direction (ND) School shifted from PNS HIMALAYA 
to the newly constructed ‘School Complex’ in the greater KARSAZ 
area. The complex was later commissioned as PNS BAHADUR. 

Dec 17, 1986: Gearing Class Destroyers [TUGHRIL (D-167), TAIMUR (D-166), 
and ALAMGIR (D-160)], retrofitted with Vulcan Phalanx Close-In 
Weapons System (CIWS), Mk 141 canister launcher for Harpoon 
RGM 84 Missile Systems and Argos ESM Suite; upgrading them to 
DDG status. 

Dec 26, 1993: Electronic Warfare (EW) School was established at PNS BAHADUR. 
Dec 06, 1996: The first of the three P3-C Orion aircraft acquired from the United 

States, arrived at PNS MEHRAN and was inducted into the 28 
Squadron of the Naval Air Arm.

Dec 21, 1999: First Agosta 90B submarine was commissioned as PNS KHALID 
(S137) at France. 

Dec 12, 2003: 2nd Agosta 90B Class Submarine commissioned as PNS/M SAAD 
(S-138) at Karachi.

Dec 11, 2004: Hovercraft & Military Assault Boat (MAB) inducted in Pak Marines. 
Dec 19, 2009: Second Sword Class F-22P Frigate PNS SHAMSHEER (F-252), 

commissioned.
Dec 13, 2016: Naval Task Force-88 dedicated to the protection of CPEC and 

Gwadar Port raised at Gwadar.
Dec 05, 2017: First Maritime Patrol Vessel (600 Tons) built for Pakistan 

Maritime Security Agency (PMSA), launched at Karachi Shipyard & 
Engineering Works (KS&EW). 

Dec 17, 2020: State of the art Corvette, PNS TABUK inducted in to the PN Fleet 
by Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
during a ceremony held at PN Dockyard, Karachi.
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Pakistan Navy celebrated 
51st HANGOR day to 

commemorate the historic 
event of 1971 Indo-Pak War. 
Commander Pakistan Fleet, Vice 
Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami 
graced the ceremony as Chief 
Guest. 

On this day, Pakistan Navy 

Submarine HANGOR in a 
spectacular war action sank Indian 
Navy Ship KHUKRI and crippled 
INS KIRPAN.

This action took place South East 
of ‘Diu Head’ on west coast of 
India. The event is distinguished 
in naval history for being the first 
successful kill by a conventional 

submarine since culmination of 
WW-Il.

On the occasion, the message of 
Vice Admiral (Retd) Ahmed Tasnim 
was telecasted. The Admiral paid 
rich tribute to the valiant crew 
for their service in defence of the 
motherland. 
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With the occupation of Poland by Germany during WW II, many Polish 
personnel fled to Britain and most of those in the Polish armed forces, 

were inducted into the respective British services to supplement war efforts. 
At the time of independence, some of these Polish officers were sent on 
secondment to Pakistan to supplement the establishment of its armed forces.

I encountered three Polish officers of the above category between 1951 to 
1957. The first encounter was in the PAF, Sqn Ldr Mikulski (with his wife) 
and Sqn Ldr Władysław Józef Marian Turowicz, The three of them were my 
instructor in earning category-C glider pilot. Under the supervision of Sqn Ldr 
Mikulski and his wife, I achieved a record of three hours forty-three minutes 

and a height of 18500 ft in an engineless aircraft in Quetta, which stands 
unbroken to date. I last met Turowicz in 1979 in Lalazar adjacent to NORE I.
On joining the Pakistan Navy, I reported at the Cadet Training School Manora 
on 05 May 1956 which functioned under PNS Himalaya.  Our Commanding 
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Okcer, Captain Tyminski was a keen sportsman and an e pert in fencing. 
Fencing is an e citing game and was a great attraction. I was quick to gain 
considerable e pertise in it and sometimes even beat the instructors also.
This sport continued in Dartmouth as well.

Captain Tyminski may have gone to the UK after retirement, but my 
information was that he settled in Canada. There is a considerable size 
of Polish immigrants in Canada. In 2018, I happened to visit a Polish 
Community Center. On enquiry from the elderly present there, I enquired 
about Captain Tyminski. Most people present around were quick to recall 
that he was an active member of their community and very likeable 
personality.
Captain Tyminski is considered a national hero by the Canadians for his 
rescue errands of retrieving 85 of their soldiers during WW II. 

35Navy News



SAVING OUR 
ANCIENT MARINERS
For thousands of years, 

mariners have been visiting 
the shores on Pakistan to find safe 
havens. The navies of Alexander 
the Great, the Portuguese, and 
others have navigated these 
shores. But not all ancient visitors 
have been human. One of the most 
ancient is the sea turtle, one the 
oldest species of marine creatures, 
believed to have been around 
for 100 million years. Turtles 
cover vast areas of the ocean, 
often thousands of kilometres, to 
migrate between feeding grounds 
and the beaches from where they 
hatched to lay their eggs. Their 
inbuilt navigation systems are 
indeed one of the many miracles 
of nature. Their sensitivity to 
the earth’s magnetic fields is 
understood to guide them. 

Of the seven species of sea 
turtles, five are known to visit the 
coast of Pakistan for nesting. The 
loggerhead, hawksbill, leatherback, 
and Olive Ridley turtles have at 
various times been regular visitors 
but are now thought to be less 
frequent. But it is the green turtle 
(Chelona Mydas) that is now 
most common along the sandy 
shores. Green turtles are found 
mostly in tropical and sub-tropical 
waters and nest in more than 80 
countries. The coast of Sindh and 
Balochistan is fortunate to host 
these beautiful marine creatures. 
Unlike other turtles, the green 

turtle is a herbivore. With a diet of 
seagrasses and algae, they help 
maintain the seagrass ecosystem 
through their foraging. The World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) describes this 
as being like mowing the lawn to 
keep it healthy. In turn, this gives 
life to other marine creatures that 
thrive in the ecosystem, and which 
contribute to human food security.

However, the existence of sea 
turtles, like many marine creatures 
and birds, is in peril, and six species 
are at risk of extinction. Plastic 
pollution, now estimated to be 
more than 10 million metric tons 
entering the ocean annually and 
growing exponentially, strangles 
and chokes turtles and other 
marine life. Fishing nets of all 
types, including ghost nets, are 
a deadly trap as, like humans, 
turtles drown when they cannot 
surface for air. Over-harvesting 
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of their eggs, hunting of adults 
for food and medicines, boats 
strike, and damage to the coastal 
environment through development, 
all contribute to imperiling their 
future existence.  

The impacts of climate change 
including increases in air and 
sand temperatures, and rising sea 
levels, is an immediate and broad-
scale threats to marine turtles 
because the gender of hatchlings 
is determined by temperatures 
experienced within the nest. 
Research indicates that more 
female green turtles are hatching 
due to warming of the sand. This 
may lead to a future scarcity of 
males, impacting negatively on 
breeding habits. Beach erosion, 
damage to dunes from vehicles, 
dogs, foxes, and jackals, all have 
the potential to destroy turtle 
eggs in the nests, leading to fewer 
hatchlings and the reduction 
of overall turtle numbers in the 
future.

A turtle can live 70 years or more 
and some even over 100 years, 
at least the life span of a human 
being. But with the continuing 
destruction of their natural 
habitat, will the hatchling born 
in 2023 make it to 70 years or 
more? Only a small number of the 
tiny hatchlings survive their mad 
dash to the sea or the first few 
years of their lives. Only one in a 
thousand will reach maturity. A 
turtle takes up to thirty years to 
mature and has a reproductive 
span of around ten years. What 
will happen if their nesting grounds 
are gone by then? In a number 
of countries across the world, 

turtle conservation and research 
facilities are working to restore 
and protect natural habitats for 
the turtles, and better understand 
their migrations through tagging 
and satellite tracking. Centres 
exist in many countries like Sri 
Lanka, Kenya, Maldives, Thailand, 
India, United States, Mexico, Costa 
Rica, Fiji, and elsewhere and all 
do impressive work from which 
other countries, including Pakistan, 
can learn. Some initiatives are 
community based and assisted by 
volunteers, many on eco-tourism 
‘turtle conservation’ trips, adding 
much needed income to the local 
economies. 

A good example of a multi 
stakeholder science-based 
approach can be found on Raine 
Island at the northern tip of the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 
Raine Island hosts one of the 
largest and most spectacular 
migrations of green turtles on 
the planet.  In a peak season, 
as many as 60,000 females can 
migrate to the small island and 
its surrounding reef to lay their 
eggs.  In a partnership between 
the Queensland and Australian 
Governments, the indigenous 
Traditional Owners of the island, 
and with additional funding from 
corporate donors, Raine Island is 
contributing to global knowledge 
and awareness about green turtle 
conservation. A recovery project 
was implemented to improve the 
habitat of the small island, restore 
the beach, install fences to reduce 
mortality from falls, undertake 
research and monitoring of not 
only turtles but seabirds and 
predators, and to build indigenous 

ranger capacity. The Island is off 
limits to tourists with the only 
visitors being scientists. 

But not all countries can acquire 
the resources to conduct such 
programmes and instead, take 
a different approach. Pakistan 
is already taking steps towards 
protection of turtles through both 
the Sindh and Balochistan Wildlife 
Departments, local fishermen and 
communities and with the help of 
the World Wildlife Fund for Nature 
(WWF) and other stakeholders. 
But these initiatives are still 
small and under-funded. Sandpit, 
Hawke’s Bay, Cape Monz in Sindh 
are traditional turtle nesting areas 
and their proximity to the huge 
crowded and polluted port city 
of Karachi presents significant 
challenges for conservation. The 
Sindh Wildlife Marine Turtle Unit 
team patrols the beaches during 
nesting season to wait for the 
female turtles to come ashore to 
lay their eggs. When the female 
returns to the sea, they remove 
the eggs from the sand and 
rebury them in a safer, deeper 
pit in a hatchery to protect them 
until they hatch and then ensure 
their safe passage to the sea. In 
Balochistan, Ormara, Astola Island, 
Gwadar Headland, Daran at Jiwani 
are all turtle habitats and similar 
small-scale initiatives have been 
conducted. But a more focussed 
approach is needed across the 
entire coastline.

A multi stakeholder approach 
is needed to support larger-
scale conservation efforts. Local 
communities, Fisheries and 
Wildlife Departments, Pakistan 
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Customs, and the Ministry 
of Climate Change, Pakistan 
Navy, Pakistan Coast Guard, 
and Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency, all have an important 
role. The participation of 
scientists, academics, IUCN, 
WWF and other environmental 
organisations, maritime 
operators, and multilateral 
donors like the World Bank, are 
also critical to success.

Developing a sustainable 
marine and coastal eco-tourism 
industry within the emerging 
‘Blue Economy’ and in a way 
which does not destroy the 
very things that make the 
coastline unique will also be 
challenging. The United Nations 
describes the Blue Economy as 
having “diverse components, 
including established traditional 
ocean industries such as 
fisheries, tourism, and maritime 
transport”. The UN vision also 
includes “new and emerging 
activities, such as offshore 
renewable energy, aquaculture, 
seabed extractive activities and 
marine biology, biotechnology 
and bio prospecting.” 

There is no doubt that a blue 
economy is important for 
Pakistan’s future prosperity. 
However, there is considerable 
concern about how the new 
and emerging activities will 
impact on delicate and already 
over-stressed environments 
and biodiversity. Intensive 
integrated marine and coastal 
management planning will be 
critical to identify habitats and 
foraging areas for marine and 
birdlife, fishing and recreation 

zones, tourism, and new 
industry zones, to achieve 
harmony between increased 
industry and nature. Eco-
tourism, for example, needs a 
pristine environment where the 
marine and birdlife thrives, in a 
sea that is free of pollution, to 
bring significant long-lasting 
economic benefits to local 
communities, and be attractive 
to visitors.

So, what further role can the 
Pakistan Navy play in green 
turtle conservation? The Navy 
is a key stakeholder not only 
in protecting the nation’s 
maritime border and security, 
but also the protection of the 
precious marine and coastal 
environment. For many years, 
the Navy has played a leading 
and highly-respected role in 
keeping beaches clean, planting 
mangroves, initiating bans of 
the use of destructive fishing 
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nets which scoop up all sea 
creatures regardless of size 
or prohibited catch, protecting 
marine wildlife nesting areas, 
tackling oil pollution, and 
coordination with the industry 
to reduce toxic waste disposal 
polluting the sea, and supporting 
local community initiatives. 
Participating in enhanced 
conservation and research 
initiatives for the protection of 
these ancient mariners would be 
another significant and much-
lauded additional contribution to 
the already impressive portfolio 
of the Navy’s environmental 
efforts.

There is much that can be 
done now through lower-cost 
initiatives and a collaboration of 
all stakeholders to ensure the 
turtle habitats are protected. 
The following are just a few of 

many possible options.

1. Enhance support for 
existing turtle conservation 
initiatives
2. Multi-stakeholder 
assessment and consultations 
to identify and secure turtle 
nesting sites 
3. Educate local 
communities on the value of 
turtle protection; establish 
volunteer programmes, including 
for school children; identify 
‘Turtle Ambassadors’ in the 
community
4. Develop strategic 
communications initiatives to 
educate and engage with the 
public 
5. Provide incentives for 
fishmen to protect and save the 
turtles from their nets, and care 
for their nests 
6. Enforce bans on illegal 
fishing nets and consider 
investment incentives for 
introducing turtle excluder 
devices (TED) that allow a turtle 
to escape when caught in a net.

7. Ban vehicles on beaches 
and sand dunes in nesting and 
hatching areas
8. Keep beaches and the 
ocean clean - ban plastic bags 
and encourage use of reusable 
drinks and food containers to 
reduce the pollution
9. Support the halting the 
illegal trade or turtle meat and 
eggs through TRAFFIC, the 
wildlife trade-monitoring arm of 
WWF and IUCN.
10. Engage with and learn 
from turtle conservation  and 
research programmes in other 
countries and share Pakistan’s 
experiences.

Will 100 million years of 
existence for these ancient 
mariners be wiped out in a 
just few generations through 
the indifference of humans to 
the health of our planet? We 
cannot let that happen. June 16 
is designated at annual World 
Sea Turtle Day. In 2023, and 
every year thereafter, the day 
should  celebrate and highlight 
Pakistan’s annual achievements 
in turtle conservation and a 
renewed commitment to saving 
these precious ancient mariners 
from extinction. 
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ENHANCING MARITIME 
SECURITY COOPERATION

AMAN-23
There is no doubt that Indian 

Ocean is one of the busiest 
and important Ocean of the world 
trade. The geo-economic and 
geo-significance of the Indian 
ocean littorals are interconnected 
to each other due to large scale 
of population, trade and cultural 
roots, sea-based economy, cultural 
tourism and other interests 
of leading global powers. IOR 
has tremendous potential of 
geo-economic activities, which 
are not only important to the 
Asian countries but also equally 
important for the entire world. 
The addition of BRI has provided 
new avenues to harness the 
true potential and alleviate the 
poverty by improving existing 

socio-economic ties in the Indian 
Ocean littoral countries. There is 
a growing concern observed in 
the level of relevant international 
stakeholders that the geo-political 
and geo-economic aspects 
have diverse dimensions in the 
region where the philosophy of 
enhance cooperation of maritime 
security, peace and stability 
would be highly needed in order 
to promote socio-economic 
uplift and ensure prosperity 
in the region and beyond. The 
new economic initiative by the 
Chinese government is promising 
for the entire region, where 
Pakistan and Iran would be the 
major beneficiaries of overall 
development. The role of major 

global powers needs to promote 
peace and cooperation. 

For which China, Pakistan and 
Iran need to make extra effort on 
diplomatic fronts. From Pakistan’s 
perspective, it is important to 
ally itself with forces of regional 
progress and for that it has to alter 
the region and turn itself in mega 
corridor. For this purpose, Pakistan 
increasingly realized that its future 
lies in pursuing the common 
future of this region including 
Afghanistan, CARs, Russia, Iran 
and China. Furthermore, it also 
realizes that perpetual hostility 
with India is not going to serve 
any purpose and the only way to 
solving the dispute in this region is 
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through shared vision of prosperity 
for huge population deprives form 
the opportunities. It deserves to 
materialize its potential but India 
has a very typical mind-set with its 
hegemonic designs in the Indian 
Ocean region and is trying to pose 
itself as a maritime regional power. 
It is interested in holding way over 
the choke points in the IOR thus, 
causing turbulence in the existing 
security of the regions. However, 
it is not possible going to the 
magnitude of the China’s military 
and economic competence. 

The biggest and the most 
important player to carve out this 
constructive picture out of this 
troubled region is undoubtedly 
China. China’s emerging strategy 
for the maritime affairs in the IOR 
has two interconnected building 
blocks that is the philosophy of 
two oceans navy initiative of the 
maritime Silk Road. For which an 
aggressive work is being done by 
the China over the last 10 years 
or so in order to achieve these 
two milestones in an influencing 
manner. The strategic significance 

of Gwadar will certainly help 
China in addressing its current 
vulnerability of the Malacca 
dilemma. The geo-economics of 
the maritime silk route, present 
China with interest to acquire, 
maintain and defend if needed 
and these interests can only be 
safeguarded through a strong level.

Pakistani ports and Harbours, 
especially, Karachi Port Qasim have 
tremendous significance not only 
for Pakistan but also for landlocked 
Afghanistan, CARs, Russia and 
now very much increasingly 
China in view of the CPEC project. 
Long coastlines and significant 
harbours provide Pakistan with 
a strategic location which is 
ideal for the sea trade and other 
commercial activities conducted 
in mostly foreign ships. The 
role of Pakistan in international 
navigation, the Gwadar port 
and EEZ is very important for 
development. However, the rise of 
non-conventional threats near the 
coastal areas of Pakistan hampers 
its economic and security interests 
ignoring all these impacts will 

intentionally place Pakistan in an 
adverse position in with landlocked 
countries to which Pakistan wants 
to offer a pathway to the IOR. Until 
or unless these non-traditional 
threats are resolved, Pakistan will 
not be able to its national security. 
It is important to stabilize the 
economy for acquiring the defence 
modernization and to deal with 
NTS threats.

Pakistan needs to focus more on 
the naval empowerment of its 
naval forces for ensuring security 
as its sea lanes, and international 
maritime interest in the IOR. The 
uninterrupted threats of terrorism 
have transnational apprehensions 
of diplomatic interests of Pakistan 
in IOR. Possible assaults by 
radical military factions with the 
assistance of regional powers 
opposing CPEC, a sea ports and 
coastline along with the danger of 
weaponization, human trafficking 
and smuggling could obstruct 
global trade activities on the 
coastline of Pakistan. The serious 
maritime security threats not only 
marginalize national security of 
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Pakistan but other coastal states 
of the IOR.

For collective efforts and 
comprehensive maritime security 
strategy to safeguard national and 
regional interests, Pakistan Navy 
started off multinational naval 
exercise ‘AMAN’ in North Arabian 
Sea in 2007. This was marked 
as a blue diplomacy move by the 
Pakistan Navy bringing together 
Maritime Nations in the IOR and 
calling for galvanizing efforts to 
maintain strong correlations at sea. 
The exercise has been aptly named 
“AMAN”, which is the Urdu term 
for “PEACE”. It signifies Pakistan’s 
endeavor for peace while 
remaining fully prepared to ensure 
peace in the region. Pakistan Navy 
till to date had conducted seven 
AMAN exercises. The next year’s 
exercise is the 8th in number, 
which have been held biennially 
since 2007. All previous naval 
exercises of the AMAN series have 
been highly successful and not only 
were participated wholeheartedly 
by navies of friendly countries, 

ushering goodwill to Pakistan, 
but have also resulted in all 
participants including the host 
Pakistan Navy, gaining tremendous 
professional experience.

The main objective of AMAN series 
of multinational exercises is to 
promote regional cooperation and 
stability, greater interoperability 
and to display a united resolve 
against terrorism and crimes 
in maritime domain including 
piracy. Whereas in sea phase, the 
participating navies attend the 
military drills with their surface 
and air assets, special operation 
forces, and maritime teams. They 
are involved in various activities, 
including maneuvers, weapon 
firing drills, maritime interdiction 
operations, flying operations, 
search and rescue exercises, and 
international fleet review-- all 
of this improves Pakistan Navy’s 
capability to combat nontraditional 
threats and improve the country’s 
soft image in the international 
community.

Moreover, this time alongside 
AMAN-23, an important maritime 
conference is going to be held 
for the first time at Karachi expo 
center. Pakistan International 
Maritime Expo and Conference 
(PIMEC) is an initiative of Pakistan 
Navy which is being organized 
under the patronage of Ministry of 
Maritime Affairs in order to jump 
start development of maritime 
sector in Pakistan and spur Blue 
Economy. PIMEC is scheduled 
from 10 to 12 Feb, 2023 and 
the exhibition will bring together 
stakeholders and companies from 
diverse maritime fields to exploit 
and explore the potential of Blue 
Economy. It is actually to venture 
new chapter where we explore 
the true potential of much more 
that is to follow. Not only it will 
give us livelihood and vibrancy 
to our economy but also provide 
endeavors to mitigate climate 
change effects. 
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INTERNATIONAL
NAVAL LENS

RECONFIGURABLE UNMANNED 
UNDERSEA VEHICLE

TURKISH DEFENSE 
AGENCY REVEALS 
NEW CAPABILITIES 
FOR ULAQ USV

FEATURED NEWS
The Orca XLUUV will be modular in construction 
with the core vehicle providing guidance and 
control, navigation, autonomy, situational 
awareness, core communications, power 
distribution, energy and power, propulsion and 
maneuvering, and mission sensors.

Orca program will focus initially on Concept of 
Operations (CONOPS) development, payload 
integration work and mine warfare (MIW). 
XLUUV future capabilities may include mine 
countermeasures (MCM), anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW), electronic warfare (EW), 
anti-surface warfare (ASUW), intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance (ISR) and even 
strike capabilities.

ULAQ USV has a 400 km range, 
65 km/h speed, day/night 
vision capabilities, encrypted 
communication infrastructure, 
which can be operated from mobile 
vehicles, navy headquarters or 
from sea platforms such as aircraft 
carriers or frigates.

New Features Introduced:
• Light, durable, and proven 
composite hull,
• Active and passive 
stabilization systems,
• Seaworthiness in tough sea 
conditions
• Enhanced vision and driving 
abilities with LIDAR wide-angle 
navigation camera, radar, and 
EO/IR camera,
• AKSON C-Band Data link 

and swarm communication,
• Sattelite communication
• Interoperability with UAVs, 
UCAVs, USVs, and UCSVs,
• Precise maneuverability in 
littoral waters,
• Full autonomy with image 
processing and sensor fusion,
• Emergency mode,
• Stationary and mobile 
control station options.

Courtesy:
www.navalnews.com

With the new ASW 
payload, ULAQ is expected 
to be a force multiplier 
in ASW operations, 
particularly in the littoral 
waters
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